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Figure 1. Timeline of Women in War and Legislation throughout U.S. History, 1778-1948
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Figure 2. Timeline of Women in War and Legislation throughout U.S. History, 1949-2016
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Figure 3. Number of Military Women by War Era
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Table 1. Summary Table on the Roles, Exposures, and Compensation of Women in the 
Military by War Era

War Era
Roles Exposures Compensation Total 

Serving

American 
Revolution

Nurses, Cooks, Laundresses, Spies, 
Saboteurs

Prisoners, 
Injury/illness 

None with a few 
exceptions Unknown

Civil War

Soldiers, Nurses, Cooks, Matrons, 
Laundresses, Seamstresses, 
Waitresses, Chambermaids, 
Soldiers’ aid societies

Disease, 
Frontline 
injury/death 

Mostly pro bono, 
50 cents per 
month for each 
soldier whose 
clothes were 
cleaned, 40 cents 
per day for nurses 
(less than men) 21,400

Spanish 
War  Nurses

Typhoid 
fever and 
other tropical 
diseases

$30 per month 
and food without 
military 
rank/benefits 1,500

WWI

Nurses, Telephone operators, 
Draftsmen, Interpreters, Couriers, 
Translators, Clerks

Shrapnel, 
Disease

Varied by branch, 
only Yeomanettes 
granted active-
duty status, No 
health coverage 42,000

WWII

Clerks, Transcribers, Drivers, 
Meteorologists, Cryptographers, 
Bombsight maintenance specialists, 
Operators of statistical tabulating 
machines, Medical/dental 
technicians

Injury, 
Capture

 No life insurance 
or pay overseas 350,000

Korean and 
Vietnam 
Wars

Soldiers, Nurses, Civilian advisory 
board

Disease, 
Frontline 
Injury/Death

Senior officer 
rank

Korean 
War: 
48,700, 
Vietnam 
War: 
265,000

Gulf, 
Afghanistan
, and Iraq 
Wars Soldiers, Nurses, Auxiliary

Frontline 
Injury/Death

Benefits such as 
health coverage

Gulf War: 
41,000, 
Afghanista
n and Iraq 
Wars: 
300,000+

Military women’s roles, exposures, and compensation evolved through each U.S. war era.
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